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Newsletter 1: Late 2022

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is conducting a Project Development and Environment
(PD&E) Study along SR 5/US 1/Overseas Highway over the Long Key Channel. The project location is the
Long Key Bridge (No. 900094), which carries SR 5/US 1/Overseas Highway over the Long Key Channel.
The Bridge is located within the Florida Keys in unincorporated Monroe County. Situated in the Middle
Keys, halfway between Miami and Key West, the Bridge connects Conch Key to Long Key. The Long Key
Bridge, also known as the Dante B. Fascell Bridge, is part of the 110-mile Florida Keys National Scenic
Highway and All-American Road. It is the second largest bridge on SR 5/US 1/Overseas Highway after the
Seven-Mile Bridge. The Long Key Bridge was constructed in 1981 parallel to the Long Key Viaduct, which
carried the Overseas Railroad from 1907 - 1935. The Long Key Viaduct discontinued use after the 1935
Hurricane and was repurposed as a bike path and fishing pier as part of the Florida Keys Overseas
Heritage Trail.

WHY IS THIS STUDY NEEDED?
The primary purpose and need for this project is to evaluate the replacement of the Long Key Bridge to:

Address Access Evaluate Improve Evaluate
Bridge Capacity and Mohility Evacuation & Bicycle &
Deficiencies Safety Needs Emergency Pedestrian
Response Needs

Additionally, the project will evaluate enhancing overall mobility of the area by maintaining an important
regional connection, meeting traffic demand, and enhancing multimodal connectivity.

PROJECT LIMITS
SR 5/US 1/Overseas Highway from south of N. Conch Avenue to north of Pelican Court (MM 66), a
distance of approximately 3.1 miles.
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The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by FDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. § 327 and a
Memorandum of Understanding dated May 26, 2022, and executed by the Florida Highway Administration
(FHWA) and FDOT.
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Key Bridge Facts

Bridge Length: 12,152 feet
(2.3 miles)

Travel Lanes: Two 12-foot
travel lanes

Shoulders: 6-foot paved
shoulders on both sides of the
road also function as
undesignated bicycle lanes

Sidewalks: No existing sidewalks

Key Bridge History

Long Key Bridge Constructed
The second largest bridge on

SR 5/US 1/Overseas Highway after
the Seven-Mile Bridge.

Long Key Bridge Began to
Corrode

Long Key Bridge Rehabilitation
Began

Long Key Bridge Rehabilitated
12 expansion joint V-piers were
replaced while the bridge was in
service.

FDOT conducted a Life-Cycle
Analysis to evaluate repair/
rehabilitation versus replacement
of the existing bridge

Bridge replacement was the
recommended course of action.

FDOT conducted a Bridge
Inspection Report

Bridge is considered functionally but
not structurally deficient

Long Key Bridge PD&E Study
Begins

Evaluation of a range of alternatives
that meet the purpose and need of
the project while balancing
engineering requirements,
environmental impacts, and public
input,

Upcoming Long Key Bridge
Repairs (FM#: 441964-1-52-01)
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WHAT IS A PD&E STUDY?

WHERE ARE WE?

STAY CONNECTED

hitps://www.fdotmiamidade.com/LongKeyBridge.html

A Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study is a comprehensive study that evaluates social, economic, and
environmental effects associated with the proposed transportation improvements so FDOT can reach a decision on the
type, location, and conceptual design to meet the project’s purpose and need.

Why it's done:

o  Evaluate project feasibility and potential environmental impacts (natural, physical, social, and cultural resources)
o  Comply with federal and state environmental laws

e Required to secure federal regulatory approval

What it Involves:

e  Conducting preliminary engineering

e  Evaluating options to avoid, minimize or mitigate potential environmental impacts
e  Coordinating with federal, state, and local agencies

The PD&E Study started in August 2022 and is anticipated to be complete by August 2025. After completion of the PD&E
phase, the preferred alternative will move to design and bridge construction is anticipated to begin in early 2027.
Schedule is subject to change.

WE ARE

e,

\\:.‘
BEGIN KICK-OFF ALTERNATIVES PUBLIC STUDY

STUDY MEETING ' MEETING | HEARING COMPLETE
J l‘.\‘ 'f.:

v '-,7‘\“.—‘///
AUGUST FEBRUARY 16, 2023 WINTER SPRING FALL
2022 2023 2025 2025
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Public involvement is a critical component of the PD&E Study process, and we encourage you to become and stay
involved throughout the entire project. Please visit the project website often to get the most up-to-date information on the
Long Key Bridge PD&E Study. Project meetings, workshops, and hearings are advertised on the webpage.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status.
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Project Manager

Florida Department of Transportation
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Beth.Beam@stantec.com
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