
 

MINUTES 
KEY COLONY BEACH CITY COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING & PUBLIC HEARING 

Thursday, March 20th, 2025 – 9:38 AM  

 Marble Hall, 600 W. Ocean Drive, Key Colony Beach 

& via Zoom Conferencing 

 

 

1. Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance, Prayer, Roll Call: The Key Colony Beach City Commission 

Regular Meeting & Public Hearing was called to order by Mayor Foster at 9:38 AM, followed by the Pledge 

of Allegiance, Prayer, and Rollcall. Present: Mayor Freddie Foster, Vice-Mayor Joey Raspe, Commissioner 

Tom DiFransico, Commissioner Tom Harding, Commissioner Doug Colonell. Also present: City 

Administrator John Bartus, Assistant City Attorney Scott Black, Building Official Tony Loreno, Public Works 

Department Head Mike Guarino, Chief of Police Kris DiGiovanni, Marathon Fire Chief James Muro, 

Planning & Zoning Board Chair George Lancaster, Administrative Assistant Tammie Anderson, City Clerk 

Silvia Roussin. 

 

2. Approval of the Agenda (Additions, changes, and deletions can be made via one motion and a second to 

approve by a majority vote) 

 
City Clerk Roussin informed of the following agenda changes: 

 

Under Item 3: Special Requests 

• A letter of recognition for Ms. Toni Appell from the City of Key Colony Beach 

Under Item 5d. (2) for the Building Department 

• Discussion/Approval of two permit extensions for the property located at 1250 Coury Drive 

Under Item 6 for Consent Action Items 

• 6a. Addendum of the 01-28-2025 City Commission Special Meeting Minutes 

• 6b through e. Deletion of City Commission Meeting Minutes  

Under Item 7 for Discussion Action Items 

• Deletion of Item 7g. for the Discussion/Approval of a consent agreement for the assignment of Mittauer 

Engineering Projects to CPH LLC 

Under Item 11, Commissioner Reports & Comments 

• 11a (i) Addendum to the Wastewater report 

 

 There were no other additions, and Mayor Foster asked for a motion to approve. 

 

MOTION: Motion made by Commissioner Colonell to approve. Mayor Foster asked for a second. Commissioner 

DiFransico seconded the motion. 

DISCUSSION: None. 

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval. 

 

3. Special Requests: A letter of recognition for Ms. Toni Appell from the City of Key Colony Beach 

 

Mayor Foster presented Toni Appell with a signed letter of recognition for her service to the City of Key 

Colony Beach and her community work. 
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4. Citizen Comments and Correspondence   

 

 City Clerk Roussin informed of the following citizen correspondence: 

 

February 28, 2025, Fred Swanson, a resident of KCB, wrote to the City Commission with his notes regarding 

the special City Commission meeting held on February 26. 

 

On March 1, 2025, Cathy Alexander, another KCB resident, expressed her appreciation to the Mayor for his 

involvement in expanding the pickleball courts and his support for the proposed location of the basketball 

court near the park. 

 

Additionally, Laurie Swanson from the Concerned in KCB Group wrote on March 8 and March 15, providing 

suggestions and questions related to the conceptual design of City Hall and its elevation requirements.  

  

City Clerk Roussin informed of additional correspondence from Steven Pastori regarding a proposed beach 

property purchase. 

 

Mayor Foster asked for citizen comments. 

 

Mike Yunker, 799 W. Ocean Drive, General Manager Castillo Del Sole Condominium, expressed his 

concerns regarding the proposed purchase of the 721 W. Ocean Drive property and noted opposition from 

Castillo Del Sole on any development resulting in public access to the beach. Mike Yunker pointed out that 

the owners have made significant investments in their property, and public access could draw large crowds. 

Mike Yunker raised further objections regarding public access to the beach, citing issues such as intoxicated 

tourists causing injuries and damage, as well as potential drownings and parking problems. 

 

Laura Salsburg, Manager of the Monte Christo Condominiums, expressed disagreement with a public beach 

at the 721 W. Ocean Property and noted opposition from the Monte Christo Condominium on the proposed 

purchase. 

 

Stan Fran, President of the Cay Condominium, expressed the opposition of the owners and the Board 

regarding the city’s plan to designate the property as a public beach. Stan Fran highlighted ongoing issues 

related to preventing the public from accessing private property and urged the Commission to reconsider the 

reclassification of the land. 

 

Paul Carpetti, a Castillo Del Sol Board Member and Owner, suggested that the city keep the property private 

and commented that the city is a small community and that Sunset Park is sufficient. 

 

Bob Muller, Monte Christo Condominium Owner, spoke on their purchase of their home in the city and the 

qualities that brought them to be here. Bob Muller urged the Commission to reconsider the idea of a public 

beach for the city.   

 

Darren Keldernay, Monte Christo Condominium Owner, expressed his opposition to the proposed purchase 

and expressed concerns about respect for privacy and how the local community would be affected by it. 

 

Doug Lipke, Monte Christo Condominium Board Member, echoed all speaker's comments and emphasized 

concerns on initial cost, maintenance of the property including police, possible lifeguards, and liability for 

owning a public beach, and for the topic not to be made a public referendum. 
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Lisa Reck, Monte Christo Condominium Owner, expressed uncertainty about agreeing with everything said 

but asked the Commission to also consider the possibility of noise pollution. 

 

Chad O’Rourke, 68 7th Street, agrees with Condominium owners' statements, elaborated on difficulties 

experienced on the 7th Street Boardwalk with renters not following the rules, and gave concerns on public 

access.  

 

John Siegenthaler, Cay Condo Condominium Owner, asked for consideration on the loss of tax revenue to the 

city. 

 

Dennis Russell, Cay Condo Condominium Owner, spoke on possible effects on the tax roll and the impact of 

the value of all properties along the beach, as well as the quiet, privacy, and peacefulness of the city. Dennis 

Russell spoke about the available sports, playgrounds, waterfront property, and considerable amount of 

available public space and asked the commission to reconsider the proposal.  

 

Liny Maneely, Cay Condo Owner, agreed with the prior comments and asked to keep the city safe and 

beautiful. 

 

Fred Swanson, 620 9th Street, spoke on the enjoyment of Sunset Park and stated that the proposal was not 

unreasonable, explained the possibility of the city controlling some issues and cautioned that a condominium 

building on the property could cause problems as well.  

 

Dennis Russell added to his earlier comment, submitting a picture showing rebar on the property in question. 

Mayor Foster asked for the picture to be forwarded to Building Official Loreno.  

 

James McDonald, residing at 711 W. Ocean Drive, expressed his concerns regarding the proposed changes, 

specifically the removal of the groin and the subsequent issues arising from it. James McDonald informed 

that he retained legal counsel to investigate the matter and is considering a potential lawsuit against the city. 

James McDonald highlighted a four-foot vertical drop caused by the groin's removal and shared his own 

research on this issue. James McDonald expressed concerns about public beach access, ongoing events in the 

city, and his prior litigation experience with the city.  

 

Autumn Danno, 1230 Coury Drive, stated opposition to public development for the property.  

 

Mayor Foster reminded the public that the City Commission represents all residents in the city, and the topic 

was placed on the agenda for full transparency and public information.   

 

There was no further comment. 

 

5. Committee and Department Reports (written reports provided; Staff and Board Chairs available for 

questions) 

a. Marathon Fire/EMS – Marathon Fire Chief James Muro   

 

Marathon Fire Chief Muro presented his monthly report, noting 10 emergency calls and 13 calls overall for 

the previous month. Fire Chief Muro commented on ongoing road closures due to brush fires and anticipated 

closures in the coming days. Chief Muro reported that the situation is currently contained but not fully 

controlled. 

Fire Chief Muro further informed on current and future operational Trauma Helicopters and meeting with 

City Administrator Bartus and Police Chief DiGiovanni on discussions for the Community Emergency 

Management Plan (CEMP) for future planning. Fire Chief Muro reported having participated in the St. 
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Patrick's Day Parade and the Key Colony Beach Day. Chief Muro further reported on the upcoming CPR 

class on March 25th, which will include training on AEDs, and informed of upcoming classes. Chief Muro 

updated on helicopter activity in the County and advised to provide resources to obtain information on road 

closures. 

 

b. Police Department – Chief DiGiovanni   

 

Chief DiGiovanni had no additional comments to his report and confirmed an additional AED device at the 

tennis courts.  

 

c. City Administrator’s Report – John Bartus   

1. Discussion & Recommendation to the County regarding the continuance of the Baptist MSTU 

(Municipal Service Taxing Unit)   

 

City Administrator Bartus updated on the County's request for input on continuing the tax, outlining its 

purpose and proposed actions. City Administrator Bartus noted the City's option to opt out of the agreement 

and confirmed the Mayor's request for information about the County's next steps. 

 

d. Building/Code Department – Building Official Loreno   

1. Discussion/Approval for consulting fees to former Building Official Ed Borysiewicz for services 

rendered 

 

Building Official Loreno spoke about former Building Official Borysiewicz’s services to the city and 

proposed retaining him as a consultant, providing back pay for services rendered, and keeping him on at 

$100.00 per hour. Mayor Foster discussed the transition period after Tony Loreno began his employment 

with the city and highlighted how indispensable former Building Official Borysiewicz has been to the 

city. Mayor Foster proposed a back pay of $10,000.00 and a consulting fee of $100.00 per hour to continue 

consulting arrangements with Ed Borysiewicz. Building Official Loreno commented on how personnel 

have been reduced in the Building Department compared to last year and emphasized the current 

efficiency of his department. 

 

Vice-Mayor Raspe expressed no concerns about backpay but raised issues regarding the process and the 

necessity for checks and balances to prevent complications associated with paying two building officials. 

Mayor Foster concurred with the significance of having a proper process. Building Official Loreno 

clarified the tracking of phone logs to support the proposed backpay and confirmed that the Building 

Department’s assistant should continue to monitor consulting services.  

 

Commissioner Harding proposed a monthly payment structure to issue invoices that would track hourly 

services, a suggestion that the Commission gave consensus on. Building Official Loreno also agreed to 

this monthly payment plan and provided additional feedback regarding the fees. Commissioner DiFransico 

recommended drafting a consulting service agreement that outlines the terms of service. 

 

Mayor Foster agreed with the drafting of a contract and suggested paying what is owed, tabling the hourly 

rate, and having Commissioner DiFransico work with Building Official Loreno to draft a small contract 

to ensure a process going forward.  

 

Commissioner Colonell commented on former Building Official Borysiewicz's contributions over the last 

seven months, with Vice-Mayor Raspe recalling the fast help received from him in a time of need.  
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There was no further discussion and Mayor Foster asked for a motion. 

 

MOTION: Motion made by Commissioner DiFransico to pay Ed Borysiewicz the backpay as 

recommended by Building Official Loreno and draft a consulting contract for future efforts. Vice-Mayor 

Raspe seconded the motion. 

DISCUSSION: None.  

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval. 

 

Commissioner DiFransico asked about Building Official Loreno’s upcoming inspection schedule, which 

Building Official Loreno confirmed to be covered between Code Officer Dominicak and himself. 

 

2. Discussion/Approval of two permit extensions for the property located at 1250 Coury Drive 

**Addendum** 

 

Mayor Foster introduced the agenda item, spoke on the permit expirations, explained that processes are in 

place, and asked Building Official Loreno to elaborate. 

Building Official Loreno explained the current permitting and extension process, the purpose of the 

deadlines, Florida Statutes and City requirements, and his belief that a miscommunication on requirements 

has occurred.   

Mr. George Perez, 1250 Coury Drive, spoke about the construction of their family home, and his 

misunderstanding of the permitting process. Building Official Loreno clarified the permitting process, 

timelines, fees, and approvals. 

 

MOTION: Motion made by Vice-Mayor Raspe to approve the 1-year permit extension. Commissioner 

Colonell seconded the motion.  

DISCUSSION: Mayor Foster cautioned for the extension to be only one year. 

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval 

 

e. Public Works – Public Works Department Head Guarino   

f. City Hall – City Clerk Roussin   

g. Beautification Committee – Sandra Bachman 

h. Planning & Zoning Board – George Lancaster 

i. Recreation Committee – Cindy Catto 

j. Utility Board – Fred Swanson 

 

6. Consent Action Items 

(Under the consent agenda, all action items will be voted on after one motion, and a second will be required 

to approve them without discussion. If a Commission member wants any action item discussed or voted on 

separately, the Commission member, at the beginning of the open session, must ask that the action be moved 

to the discussion action item section.) 

a. City Commission Special Meeting Minutes 01-28-2025   

b. City Commission Townhall Meeting Minutes 02-14-2025 **TBA** 

c. City Commission Public Hearing Minutes 02-20-2025 **TBA** 

d. City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes 02-20-2025 **TBA** 

e. City Commission Special Meeting Minutes 03-05-2025 **TBA** 

f. Approval of Warrant No. 0225 for $830,840.77   

 

 Mayor Foster read the Consent Action Items into the record and asked for a motion to approve. 
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 MOTION: Motion made by Vice-Mayor Raspe to approve. Commissioner DiFransico seconded the motion. 

DISCUSSION: none. 

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval. 

 

7. Discussion Action Items 

a. Discussion/Approval of a recommendation from the Recreation Committee on the placement of Cornhole 

structures   

 

Mayor Foster introduced the agenda item and asked for a motion to approve. 

 

MOTION: Motion made by Vice-Mayor Raspe to approve. Commissioner DiFransico seconded the motion.  

DISCUSSION: None. 

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval.  

 

b. Discussion/Approval of a recommendation from the Recreation Committee regarding the 7th Street 

Basketball location    

i. Request to hold a Special Recreation Committee Meeting per Chapter 12, Sec. 12-6, Code of 

Ordinances, by March 28th, 2025, to appoint a member of the Recreation Committee to be part of 

a fact-finding Committee to determine alternative basketball court locations in accordance with 

the perimeters identified at the Recreation meeting held on March 6th, 2025 (see attached minutes)  

 

 Mayor Foster introduced the agenda item and asked for a motion to approve. 

 

MOTION: Motion made by Vice-Mayor Raspe to approve. Commissioner Colonell seconded the motion.  

DISCUSSION: None. 

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval. 

 

c. Discussion/Approval of a recommendation from the Recreation Committee to hire an Engineer to conduct 

an ADA Compliance Study for all Parks  

 

Mayor Foster introduced the agenda item. Commissioner Harding gave a background on ADA compliance 

for the city, suggestions by FDOT on improvements, and Commissioner Harding’s suggestion to the 

Recreation Committee to hire a professional engineer to identify ADA compliance needs.  

 

MOTION: Motion made by Commissioner Harding to hire a professional engineer to identify ADA 

compliance needs. Commissioner DiFransico seconded the motion. 

DISCUSSION: Commissioner Colonell informed that he had requested a proposal from CPH for a master 

plan for ADA planning purposes and was awaiting a proposal. Commissioner DiFransico inquired about the 

necessity to go out for bid. Commissioner Harding could not elaborate on projected costs and suggested 

waiting for a proposal. Mayor Foster concurred and reminded that ADA-compliant parking was approved for 

Sunset Park, ADA-compliant parking has been completed at Pickleball Park, and approvals for walkways by 

the Bocce, Horseshoe, and the bathrooms have already been granted for pavers, which provide ADA 

compliance. Mayor Foster elaborated on what would be required from the engineer to complete the plan. 

AMENDED MOTION: Commissioner Harding amended his motion for a solicitation of a proposal. 

Commissioner DiFransico seconded the amended motion. 

ON THE AMENDED MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval. 

 

d. Discussion/Approval of a recommendation from the Recreation Committee for grant funding applications 

for Fitness Elements   
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Mayor Foster introduced the agenda item and asked City Administrator Bartus for a brief. City Administrator 

Bartus updated on the grant applications and to be currently receiving letters of support from the community. 

Mayor Foster asked for a motion to approve. 

 

MOTION: Motion made by Vice-Mayor Raspe to approve. Mayor Foster asked for a second. Commissioner 

Colonell seconded the motion.  

DISCUSSION: None. 

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval.  

 

e. Discussion/Approval on a recommendation by Mittauer Engineering for the award of the 7th Street & 

Shelter Bay Drive Stormwater Drainage Improvements  

i. Proof of Publication   

ii. Recommendation **TBA** 

 

Mayor Foster introduced the agenda item and recommended tabling it until Jason Shepler provides further 

information on a recommendation. 

 

MOTION: Motion made by Mayor Foster to table the agenda item. Commissioner DiFransico seconded the 

motion. 

DISCUSSION: Kyle Bechtelheimer from CPH informed to follow up with Jason Shepler and update the 

Commission when available. 

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval. 

 

f. Discussion/Approval to go forward with the in-house City Hall Kitchen remodel for equipment and 

materials not to exceed $50,000   

 

Mayor Foster introduced the agenda item, informed about the ability for most work to be done in-house, and 

asked for a motion to approve. 

 

MOTION: Motion made Commissioner Harding to approve. Commissioner DiFransico seconded the motion. 

DISCUSSION: Commissioner Harding asked for the use of water-resistant materials. Building Official 

Loreno confirmed the use of wall-mounted cabinets that can be removed in case of flood, hardening of the 

walls, and a window replacement consistent with the proposed windows for City Hall. The Commission 

discussed the possibility of holding off on the hardening and replacement of the window.  

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval.  

 

g. Discussion/Approval on a Consent Agreement for the assignment of Mittauer Engineering Projects to 

CPH LLC **deleted**  

 

h. Discussion/Approval on compensation for unpaid Comp Time for Gerard Roussin  

 

Mayor Foster introduced the agenda item, recounted the events surrounding the termination of the former 

Building Official, and expressed his belief that former Building Official Roussin had been treated unfairly 

and required correction. 

 

MOTION: Motion made by Mayor Foster to pay Building Official Roussin $6,000.00 in monies owed. 

Commissioner Colonell seconded the motion. 

DISCUSSION:  Commissioner Colonell commented not having been on the Commission at the time of 

question. Mayor Foster asked Vice-Mayor Raspe to elaborate. Vice-Mayor Raspe recalled prior payouts to 
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Department Heads and decisions made by previous administrations. The Commission discussed when policy 

changes occurred and were implemented. City Clerk Roussin confirmed an initial payout and clarified that 

different personnel policy changes occurred with previous City Administrators.  

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval.  

 

8. Ordinances & Resolutions  

a. FIRST READING of Ordinance No. 2025-497: An Ordinance Of Key Colony Beach, Florida, 

Amending The Goals, Objectives, And Policies Of The Future Land Use, Transportation, Housing, 

Infrastructure, Coastal Management, Conservation, Recreation And Open Space, Intergovernmental 

Coordination, And Capital Improvements, Elements Of The Comprehensive Plan; Adding A Property 

Rights Element And Accompanying Goal, Objective And Policies; As Mandated By Florida Statutes 

163.3177; Providing For Transmittal To The State Land Planning Agency; Providing A Conflicts Clause 

And Severability Clause, Providing An Effective Date. 

i. Ordinance 2025-497   

ii. Comprehensive Plan Amendments    

iii. Business Impact Statement   

iv. Proof of Publication   

v. Recommendation by the Planning & Zoning Board   

 

 Mayor Foster provided the first reading of Ordinance 2025-497 and asked for a motion to approve.  

 

MOTION: Motion made by Commissioner DiFransico to approve. Mayor Foster asked for a second. Vice-

Mayor Raspe seconded the motion.  

DISCUSSION: Commissioner DiFransico asked about the necessity of including the expenditure sheet in the 

Comprehensive Plan. Commissioner Harding confirmed to have compiled the Capital Improvement 

expenditure sheet and to be comfortable to have it included in the plan.  

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval.  

 

City Clerk Roussin informed that the first reading has been approved and that the document will be sent to 

the State for approval by the City Planner. 

  

b. SECOND READING of Ordinance No. 2025-498: An Ordinance Of The City Of Key Colony Beach 

Florida, Amending Code Of Ordinance Article Vi – Finance, Section 2-75 To Increase The Discretionary 

Spending Threshold; Repealing Conflicting Ordinances; Providing For Severability; And Providing For 

An Effective Date.  

i. Ordinance 2025-498   

ii. Business Impact Statement   

iii. Proof of Publication   

  

Mayor Foster provided the second reading of Ordinance No. 2025-498 and asked for a motion to approve. 

 

MOTION: Motion made by Vice-Mayor Raspe to approve. Mayor Foster asked for a second. Commissioner 

DiFransico seconded the motion. 

DISCUSSION: None.  

ON THE MOTION: Rollcall vote. Unanimous approval. 

 

The Ordinance was adopted. 

 

9. Secretary-Treasurer’s Report  

a. February 2025 Financial Summary   
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Commissioner Harding presented the February Financial Report and provided details on revenue, expenses, 

and the year-to-date balance. Commissioner Harding elaborated on the increase in legal fees driven by City 

Hall, the building fund showing a positive net revenue year-to-date, and noted that all finances are in good 

shape, along with predictions of a year-end negative net revenue.   

Commissioner Harding provided information regarding the running balance, revenue, and overall expenses 

for the Wastewater Fund. Commissioner Harding also updated on the expectations of higher sludge hauling 

expenses due to changes in the discharge facility and pump repair costs.  

Commissioner Harding also reported on active reimbursement requests and available spending monies. 

 

Commissioner Harding updated on the dry floodproofing project, with the final design submitted to the State. 

Commissioner Harding informed that one additional update is needed before Phase 2 submission to the State. 

 

Commissioner Harding updated on the budget resolution sheet, changes in expected grant funding, and 

proposed proceeding with the budget resolution.  

 

Mayor Foster asked for clarification on the Stormwater balance. Commissioner Harding detailed that available 

funds amount to about 1.5 million dollars, with expectations for grant reimbursement to be completed before 

the end of the fiscal year. Mayor Foster expressed concern that expenditures for the 7th and 8th Street project 

would exceed grant funds and asked Commissioner Harding for an estimate of funds to feel comfortable 

spending.  

Commissioner DiFransico asked about expectations regarding a negative year-end balance. Commissioner 

Harding stated to have completed a sensitivity study which gave estimates between $375,000 and $600,000. 

Commissioner Harding explained the spending calculations and detailed higher spending in some departments 

due to current projects, larger expenses for Fire EMS, equipment for Police, as well as funding out of pocket 

for pickleball expenditures, for which the city will receive some reimbursements. 

 

10. City Attorney’s Report: Nothing to report. 

  

11. Commissioner’s Reports & Comments 

a. Commissioner Tom Harding 

i. Wastewater Sampling Summary Report of March 17th, 2025 **TBA** 

ii. Monroe County Local Mitigation Strategy Update   

iii. FDOT Work Request Updates   

 

Commissioner Harding provided his wastewater report, stating that viruses, including COVID-19, are down. 

Commissioner Harding reported a recent spike in Influenza A and RSV, which has been back down to normal 

levels after a recent spike. Commissioner Harding reported Monroe County and the State of Florida continue 

reporting small cases of COVID-19. 

 

Commissioner Harding gave his Monroe County Local Mitigation update and the request for updates on 

mitigation from the City. Commissioner Harding informed of having provided all mitigation updates for the 

City and advised of upcoming meetings on local and State levels. Commissioner Harding informed of a new 

program, ‘Elevate Florida’, and the available options for mitigation efforts for residential homes and benefits 

to residents. Commissioner Harding gave further information on applications throughout the state, which were 

significantly higher on the East Coast due to recent hurricanes.  

 

Commissioner Harding updated on the FDOT Work Request for the US1 and Sadowski Causeway drains and 

informed that the overgrown drains had now been cleaned and vacuumed. Commissioner Harding reported 

having all the necessary contacts to set up future maintenance. Commissioner Harding further updated on the 
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US1 and Sadowski Pedestrian Crossing Light Timing and informed that FDOT will complete an engineering 

study and provide a recommendation. Commissioner Harding emphasized that Florida law requires drivers to 

stop for pedestrians at crosswalks.   

 

Mayor Foster informed that he had met with the FDOT South East Regional Director and reinforced 

Commissioner Harding’s request and thanked him for his work. 

 

b. Commissioner Tom DiFransico 

 

Commissioner DiFransico asked for an update on the yearly boat trailer parking applications. City Clerk 

Roussin confirmed a waiting list for long-term annual parking spaces. Mayor Foster updated on spots not 

having been utilized correctly, with the city having taken steps to more effectively organize management of 

the area. Mayor Foster further confirmed that the temporary parking area for pickleball players will be utilized 

for boat trailer parking during the summer.  

 

c. Commissioner Doug Colonell: Nothing further. 

 

d. Vice-Mayor Joey Raspe: Nothing further. 

 

e. Mayor Freddie Foster 

i. Request to define the role of the Recreation Committee with respect to properties under lease or 

management agreements 

 

Mayor Foster introduced his discussion item, addressed the expired golf course lease, and suggested that the 

Recreation Committee communicate with the current lessee regarding necessary repairs and upgrades. Mayor 

Foster also emphasized the need for a new lease and indicated that the lessee should inform the city of their 

needs. Additionally, Mayor Foster commented further on the current leases with the city, the self-sufficiency 

of the lessees, and proposed changes in the scope of contracts.  

 

Commissioner Harding highlighted concerns about the golf course's financial independence and the need for 

more engagement. Mayor Foster agreed, stressing the importance of involvement. Commissioner Harding 

suggested that the City Administrator or a Commission member champion collaboration with the golf course. 

 

Mayor Foster also noted the intent for the pickleball club to be self-sufficient in maintenance and resurfacing. 

Commissioner DiFransico recommended revising the contract to include specific maintenance requirements. 

 

ii. Discussion on a possible referendum to purchase the beachfront property at 721 W. Ocean Drive 

 

Mayor Foster spoke after being approached about the possibility of purchasing the property to create green 

space for the city. Mayor Foster mentioned funding opportunities from FEMA, the Department of 

Environmental Protection, or through a city referendum for purchasing the land, which could be sold later. 

Mayor Foster further discussed the City’s Comprehensive Plan, outlining the development of green space, 

and emphasized the importance of the City Commission and the Mayor listening to residents. Mayor Foster 

informed that the property is currently under contract, and its future remains uncertain. Mayor Foster stated 

that he has responded to all emails and emphasized transparency in the process. Commissioner Harding 

pointed out the need for public awareness regarding funding and expressed concerns about voter 

representation, as not all residents may participate in the referendum. 

Mayor Foster also addressed concerns about resident access to the area, visitor pricing, and the possibility of 

leasing the property. The Commission considered leasing options, traffic management, revenue options, and 

future development of the property. 
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iii. Sunset Park Improvements 

 

Mayor Foster discussed improvements to Sunset Park, including increased availability of space, the 

installation of charcoal grills, enhancements to parking, and ADA compliance. Mayor Foster mentioned plans 

to add shade sails to the park and the advantages this would bring for residents.  

 

iv. Boat Storage – New Guidelines and Requirements   

 

Mayor Foster informed about changes to boat trailer storage and the option to now store boats in the long-

term trailer parking lot. Mayor Foster noted that storage will be on a first-come, first-served basis and advised 

calling City Hall for more questions.  

 

12. Citizen Comments: There were no additional citizen comments. 

 

13. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 11:47 AM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Silvia Roussin 
City Clerk 

 

ADOPTED: May 15, 2025 

Silvia Roussin 

City Clerk 


